Therapeutic value of hope.
This paper discusses the therapeutic value of hope in the patient-caregiver relationship. Hope and hopelessness are viewed as a process involving the expectations of the patient and the caregiver. Hope must be realistic to be a positive factor in the healing process. While hope has therapeutic value, it also has limits. Caregivers need to be sensitive as to how their behavior can convey the hope or hopelessness of their patients' situation.